Motor learning in ideomotor apraxia.
Using Luria's motor sequence test, we studied the learning ability of 34 right-handed patients with unilateral hemisphere lesions. Patients with ideomotor apraxia needed 4 to 6 trials in the test, while the remainder needed only 1 or 2. Ideomotor apraxics also required more time to complete the test. The lesions of patients who failed to master this test were not always found in the frontal lobes. These results suggest that the ability to learn motor sequences is impaired in apraxic patients and that the left hemisphere of the brain plays the major role in learning a new motor sequence. Patients with ideomotor apraxia are impaired not only when performing previously learned motor tasks but also when learning a new motor task.